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not yet Deaf ed any Efſay-on the Art ang 
_ Gibing,. nor any imper fect i 
and Regulation 
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162) T is rig that among the | many 


4 5 £ = = curious and; uſeful Papers publiſh'd in 


this proliffſck Age, for the Reformation 


ſation, Accompliſhments, and all other 
\ttainments that are neceſſary to make 
Men. agreeable Companions, and heigt- 
ten the Pleaſures of Society, there has 


And yet a Spir 


taken Poſſeſſion of rders,and Degrees of Men, it reigns 


in the Country, as Well as the Town, and the iliterate as 
well as the wiſe profeſs themſelves Members of this exten- 


five Community, and claim the Privilege of exerciſing their 
Skill in this facetious Oceupation. 


That therefore mag contribute to the keeping up of this 


ga) Diſpoſition of my. Countrymen, I deſign in the follow- 


ing Paper a Diſſertation on the Nature, Uſefulneſs, and Im- 


provement of Gibing, and thew them the true Way of he- 
coming Adepts in this MODISH ACCOMPLISHMENT. 
And I hope I may without any Imputation of Vanity 


enter upon this Undertaking, when I aſſure my Readers, 


Joülid ien. f are 2 Fr of hard Study, and pro- 
found Meditation, of 10 Hairs, and long Experience, 
* 


Obſervation 2 Mee different 


of Manners, the Acquiſition of Conver- 
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Humours Paſſions, Pleaſures, and Purſuits, a continued Ap- 


World, cſpeclally with ſome learned Doctors excellent i in 


this Way. 1 
1 hare no ſelfiſh Views in this Compoſition, it was con- 
ceived, and written for the l the preſent Ge- 
neration, and that our remoteſt Poſterit 


from the enſuing Hints for the ProduXtion of Humour, and 
Facetiouſneſs. 


ay reap Benefit 


I ſhould have otherwiſe acted more politickly, Pr inted 


an Advertiſement , and given a Specimen of my Deſign, 
applied to my Friends to procure dne Side, Farr and declared 


atrons, Preſents, 
and a Reputation to my Performance. 


I ſhould have followed the Conduct of the Author whe | 


not long ſince obliged the World with an elaborate Treatiſe 


on a Siſter Art; and inſinuated at my weekly Club, that 
this Work of immenſe Erudition was digeſted, lick'd, pard, 


and poliſh'd by my Friend Jonathan a great Dab at oabes 
and Gibing. 


Eſt enim Leporum diſertus Pater, et F 
But as theſe are the Artifices of thoſe who would force a 


Trade, and make a Penny of their Performances; ſo leſ- 
teem them Trifles below my Regard, Character, and Con- 
ſideration, and 1 intend to leave the Succeſs, and Credit of 


my Eſſay to ſtand, or fall, be applanded, or damned by the 
Merits, or impertinence of the Com poſition. 
Now Gibing, being the Mor. de Ruelle, a technical 


Term uſed by a polite Aſſembly to ſignify the Art of hu- 
mourous Converſation, or Writing, may not be underſtood 


plicarion to this Art, and a promiſcuous Converſe in the 9 
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by thoſe, who have not had the Happineſs of being intro. i 


duced into this Circle of Belles Eſprits ; it is neceſſary that 


I explain its Meaning and Nature, and give ſome Account 


of its mechanical Operation on che Humours and Aker. ] 
ons of it's Admirers. 


It 1s not to be taken for Deriding, or Fooling, for Banter- 


ing, Bamboozelling, Drolling, or Joaking, or any low Spe- 
cies of Humour, or Buffoonry ; but it muſt be underſtood |} 


to ſignify in this Eſſay, a ſpecifick Eſſence extracted by | 
Force, or Cufton from each of theſe ludicrous wine | 
whic 
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which when attended with a Vaſtneſs and Fecundity of 
Invention, a good Memory, a happy Faculty of foreſeeing 
Wd vantages, and enriched with the choiceſt Flowers of hu- 
mane Learning, qualifies a Man to give a delicious Seaſon- 
ing to the moſt inſipid Converſation, ſome Drops of which 


the Brain of ſome one, or more in a Company of Beli 
| Homu-culi, communicate a Gaiety to all by inſenſible Per- 
| ſpiration, occaſion'd by rubbing andirritation, which heats 


and expands this ſalutary Elixir, and when the Operation 


is begun, the Yis Comics diſplays jt ſelf, and the Compa- 


ny grows bright by mutual Colliſions of Wit. Men per- 
| ceive an uncommon Briskneſs and Celerity given to their 


animal Spirits, and a lively Circulation to the whole Maſs 


of Fluids, their Blood invigorated and mantling in their 


| Veins, their Faces ſhining in humourous Poſtures, all ſple- 
| netick Obſtructions removed, and an univerſal: Alacrity 


| diffugd over their whole animal OECONOMY, they im- 


prove each other by filing the Ruſt, rough Sides and Reſti- 


| neſs of their Conduct; placing their Imperfections in the 
| moſt ludicrous Points of Light, and give and take Leſſons 


of Wiſdem by putting each others Faults out of Counte- 


nance, draw Inſtruction from Mirth, and Morality from 


| Laughter. = | | 5 
| And this is the moſt pleaſing Vehicle that humane Wiſ- 
dom could invent for the adminiſtring the medicinal Doſes 
of Philoſophy, and curing the Corruptions of the Age, 


| and makes more Proſelytes to Virtue and polite Conduct 


| than dry Harangues, and Common-Places of Morality. 


For it is a luſcious Draught, and will be glibly ſwallow- 


ed, here is no grim Aſpects and ſolemn Countenances to 


an abſolute Freedom from all Reſtraints, an Exemption 
from the Dogmaticalneſs of Schools and Colleges, the Pe- 


| ReQors, and Sowerneſs of enthuſiaſtick Teachers. 
This Remcdy is to be taken in fair Weather, for Rain 


2 
a, 
a 
3 


ſubtile Spirit, by a fortuitous Concourſe and lucky Diſpo- 
| ſition of the nervous Juices, penetrating into the Fibres of 


awe Men to comply with this Preſcription, no Confine- 
ment to Rules, Formality of Diet, or Hours of Study, but 


| dantry and Pertneſs of Tutors, the Pride and Inſolence of 


| and Fogs arc great Enemies of Mirth and Humour, affect 
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ebb ot flow z the Company depreſſed with the Weight of its 


5 the Heads, and Hearts of wits and make them dull, an aſplene 
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tick, for they cannot ſpeak ſenſe but in Sunſhine. But Art 
may ſupply the defect of ourClime, if we practice the College 
Cuſtom of making Nights ot bad Daysby ſhutting the win- 


dous and correcting the Inclemencies of the Sky by Abun- _ i 
dance of Lights, Liquor and Fire; for according to the gloom- 
ineſs or Serenity of the Weather the animal Spirits will be 


poor or rich, ſcarce or plenty, and the Gibing Humour will 


own dullneſs, link into an infipid Caput mortuumzan Aſſembly 
of Stupids without Life, Motion or Merriment or elevated 


with ſprightly Ebullitionsof Wit, lucid Scenes of cheerfull- 
neſs and Tides of uninterrupted Feſtivity. 


The predominant Quality ofthisGibing humour is ſaltneſs, 
which frets whatever is deformed and diſagreeable, and 
contrary toDecency and good Manners;and by its wonderful 


Stypticity dries up the filthineſs and corruptions of Converſa. 
tion, but preſerves and brightens what is amiable and vertu- 


ous, genteel and polite and conſiſtent with a judicious Man- 


gagement, of our Words and Altjons. 


It is from this property the wits of Rome borrowing from 


their Græcian Maſters, called the plraſantries of their Con- 


verſation, Sales, as if they cured Men of their Foibles, and 


Ümperfections by the poigrancy of their facetious railleries, 
| and ſeaſoned them with a Philoſophical Pickle as an Anti- b; 


[ .-- haviour. --: Bet, 1 5 | 
Ihe ancient Philoſophers practiſed this gay Way of Mor- } 


dote againſt the taint of an indecent and Immoral Be- 


 alizing, as an excellent Expedient for expotng and reform- 


ing theFollies of Mankind; Socrates the great Father of 


Morality among the Heathen World, was ſo remarkable 
for theExerciſe of thisuſeful,and diverting Accompliſhment; 


that he acquired the name of , the Gibe,from the Iron- = 
ical Turn of his Converſation : And his whole Life. if we may 


believe Luintilian, was one continued Scene of Gibing and 


ſons, and becoming the Ears and Attention of good Men. 


Banter, irony andlrrifion, A-iftorlein his Ethicks,dignifies | 


it with aplace in hisCatalogue of V irtues; and recommends _ 


its uſe when regulated by good Manners, and good Senſe. 
kept within due bounds, on proper Subjects, at proper Sea - 
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Perhaps ſome ſullen Enthuſiaſts may alledge, that this 
Levrperexciz of Ariſtotle, is one of the Vices condemned by 
St. Paul, from the Identity of the Ori inal Word; but it 
muſt be obſerved, that it is not uſed in the ſame Senſe by 
both, the Apoſtle placing it in Company with F-rnication, Un- 
 cleanneſs,Filrhir els tool ſhTalking, ſhews theJeiting there muſt. 
refer to the foregoing V ices, and ſignies the ſmutty obſcene 
and icurrilous Diſcourſe, the rotten and putridjeſtings prac» 
ticed by the Heathens as Incentives. to Luſt, and Lech- 
ery, and Forerunners of Fornication; by the Philoſopher for 
| a well regulated Facetiouſneſs, the innocent Sallies of Wit 
. Humour, and the inoffenſi ve Pleaſantries of Conver 
ation. : AA ) hed EG 
It's uſe fullneſs is acknowledged by the greateſt Lightsof the 
Aneient Church; there are extant ſome facetious Epiſtles 
of St. Baſil, and Gregory N-zianzen, and it was cuſtomary 
with St. Chryſoſtome to gibeMen for theirlmmoralities,he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to Sinners by contrary Names, called the 
| Drunkards, Water Drinkers, the Covetous, poor, theOppreſ- 
ſors, merciful, ſhaming them for their favourite Vices by 
ſuch figurative Salutations; which manner of rebuking Vice 
it is probable he copied from Elij abs elegant and appoſite 
Banter on the Prophets and Worſhipers of Baal, the Prophet 
chuſing to expoſe the Imaginary Divinity of their Idol by 
' Gibe and Irony, rather than dry reaſoning, and grave Ar- 
umen t. 3 | TRE: 
And if we look into the Writings of ſome Illuſtrious Mo- 
| derns, we ſhall find inimitable Examples of polite Gibing, 
and that they exceed and diſtance the Antients by a happy 
Proficiency in thisArt, as m ch as they do the Moderns in 
ſome other Branches of Wit and Learning; and that they 
have raiſed to themſclves Monuments of immortal Fame, by 
the profound Erudition, Elegance, Humour and Morality 
of their Compoitions, Among many that | have heard 
and read, and that deſerve applauſe, of 1riſþ as well as E:gliſ 
| Growth;l cannot here but do juſtice to a late celebratedDiſ- 
_ courſe, wherein the Author in a new and ſurprizing Man- 
ner Gibed all orders and degrees of Men, the Nobility and 
Gentry,the Clergy and Long Robe, the Ladies and their 
* Admirers; to the great Edification and Entertainment of the 
Audience; and acted g a Religious Comedy not in the leaſt 
1 8 inconſiſtent 


ed Poems, as Epiſodes, to enliven the Readers of this Con- 6 


«6.6 


Inconſiſtent with theSacredneſs of the Place, gravity: of the | 
Subject, and dignity of his character. f 
Sec uit Urbem et Genuinum fregit in illis. 

Nor muſt the ludicrous Papers whether in Proſe or Verſe ü 
born laſt Spring be forgotten, being the Legitimate iſſue of 
ſome learned Doctors, in which a rich Vein of ſprightly In- 
ention, a ſenſe ofReligion and good Manners clearRea'on- 
ing and correct writing, are ſo conſpicuous in every Period 
& ſhine in every Couplet, that the moſt ſqueamiſh Hypercri- } 
tick has not yet diſcovered inthem the leaſt allay of Dulneſs ? 
Sourrtliryivralinlon orPedantry, Fer they were written with 
aDeſign of propogating religiousSentiments in this degene- | 
rate Age, and the Authors contrived that ſome Moral“ 
ſhouldlie couched in their A pologues, Truth in their Ficti- 
ons, and uſeful Leſſons of Inſtruction in their Gibes. = 
And they have furniſhed ſuch a ſavory Entettainment to 
the Academy of Humoriſti erected here, ſince the death | 
of the Queen, that they have ordered their Sec etary to | 
lodge Copies of theſe valuable Pieces in their publick Lib- 
rary for the good of Poſterity, and to give thanks to thoſe 3 
worthy Gibemongers who have contributed to the carrying 
on ofthis gay Humour, and im, roved and made eaſie the Myſ- 
tery of Gibing, and particularly to their Seconds who have 
_ obliged the Town with Elaborate Differtations and finiſh- | 


troverſy,that they might digeſt the Crudities, and cheriſh | 
the Poetick abortions of tne teeming Diſputants. I 
And here I cannot but obſerve; tho? I do it with the 
utmoſt Reluctance, becauſe it throws theStain ,andReproach p 

ofDulineſs on the Whig Writers of this Country , „ WhO 
are only remarkable for an undefatigable Induſtry in compoſ- 
ing and publiſhing Moral Caſuiſtical, and Theological Tracts; 

that theſe momentous Lucubrations of Wit and Humour are 
the genuine Works, the ineſtimable Product, of the Learn-“ 
ing and Leaſure, the Prudence, Piety and Chriſtian Graces 
of the reputed true Sons of our moſt Holy Church, ſlaunch # 
ORTHODOX TORIES. Which convinces me 
that they are the true Deſcendants of the Ancient Genus, 

imitabile Vatum, have as much light, dry, and Combuſtible h 


Particles in their Compolition, a> their Walpiſh Anceſtors; 
and like them kigdle and flame, and rage upon the leaſtstir- 
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kick, and ſneer, and ſnivel, and beſpatter all about them. 


For ſome Folks Temper ſuite, 
Lide Bawd and Brandy with diſpute, 


19 =». 


| Streets, with the real or romantick Names at their Tails, 


| ted by A-chytas the Philoſopher, to divert Children from 


of the Common Wealth, in factions Pamphlets, State Li- 
bels, or Tomes of Religious and Political Controverſy. 
Having explained the Nature and Philoſophy of Gibing, 


| - vations for its Improvement. 


& compliſhment is a plentifulTable; for Solomon ſays a Feaſt 15 


| - Cheerfulneſs ; it dilates the Heart, opens the Countenance, 


tion over the whole Company with this the learned and ig- 
norant, the airy and dull, the Philoſopher and Buffoon, the 
G iber and gibed ane at once affected, their Souls filed with 


fon are leaſt captious, and freeſt fromReſentments and ill Hu- 


fullot Beef, or dull that has hisSpirits raiſed and invigorated 
withClaret and good Companyel take a good Entertainment 


ing and provocation; thus ill conditioned Hirelings when 
| diſc. plin'd for tripping with Whip and Spur, winch, and 


But thePublick will reap this Advar tage from this impor- 
tantsSquable, that theſe Poetical 1 thrown about the 


like certain Mathemetical inſtruments called Rattles, inven- 
l playing with Edge-Tools, amuſe the Town and ſpend the 


Amunition of theſe volatile Gentlemen, which without this 
| Conſumption, would flame out to the infinite Diſturbance 


and demonſtrated its uſefulneſs for theReformation of Man- 
ners; 1 ſhall in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe make ſomeObſer- 


l am of Opinion that the real parent of this valuable Ac- 


o- Laughter, and Wine for Aderriment, for good eating and drink- 
ingbegets good Humour, and hasa natural Efficacyto promote 


gives Richneſs and activity to the animal Spirits, enlarges 
their Quantity, and ſpreads a Face ofGladnefs and Exulta- 


gay Ideas, and turned to Wit and Humour. Men at thatsea- 


mour would appear as prepoſtrous as an affected Negligepceof 
Dreſs. Cana Man be moroſe or illnatur'd that has his Belly 


to be the long ſought for univerial Merftruum of the Chy- 
miſts, that by its ſurpriſingQualities abſorbs theParticles of 
|. Spleen, Malice and ill Nature, that are theGrowth ofhumane 
| Conſtitutions, changesPeeviſhneſs intoAfﬀebility,Paſlion in- 
to Patience, and WorksReſentments into — ; 
= Wh | A 3 
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And if any ſeeming Uneaſinefs be diſcover'd at the 
Freedom of a Giber, the Company grows merry at the 
Expence of the Gibed, the higher the Reſentment the 
greater is the Diverfion, the Laugh, and the Wits, or as 
the French call them from their Occupation, the Laughers 
are againſt them, and the Gibe received with Honour and 
Applauſe for its Propriety, Elegance and Mordacity. 
The vaſt Inundation of Humour that flows upon ſuch 
Occaſions, hurries the Company intoTranſports and overſets 
their Gaiety, a Silence, and a dead Calm enſues ſuch Guſts {4 
of Meriment; but it is ſuch a Depreſſion, and ducking of [ 
the Spirits for ſome Minutes that makes them rife again 
Vith greater Force, Vigour, and Elaſticity, and like a mo- 
| mentary Stupefaction of the Paſſions, gives Men a double | 
; Reliſh for their ſubſequent Gratifications. - PD 
An ingenious Naturaliſt of this City, but a great Admi- 
rer of the modern Refinements of the Epicurean Syſtem, | 
and unhappily prepoſſeſsd with a Notion, which the Pra- 
ice of the Age has rivetted in his Mind ; that Gentlemen | 
came into this World only for their Diver ſion, that their 
 Bulineſs in it, is to eat and drink, and drole, and laugh, | 
and ſpin out their Days in a Circle of humourous Amuſe- 

ments, immortal Senſuality, and everlaſting Idleneſs, has 
with great Expence contrived an Aſteiſmometer to be pla- 
| ced in the dining Rooms of all Men of Fortune, by which, 
' diſtant Friends in ſeveral Parts of this Kingdom, or in any 
Part of Europe, with a little Variation of the Index, may 
know their mutual Felicities from the Nature of their En- 
tertainments. He having Mathematically demonſtrated, Þ 
that good Humour and Facetiouſneſs Nolds an exact Pro- 
portion, and regularly riſes, or falls according to the Ele- | 
gance or Ruſticity of the Diſhes, the Plenty or Scarcity of 
Bottles, Variety of neat or adulterated Liquors, the Free- 
dom or Formality, the Warmth or Coldneſs of the Recep- 
tion, which will be of ſingular Uſe to every gibing Society, 
and heighten their Jollities like Petronius's Image at Trimal- | 
chio's Banquet, for it is but looking on this Inſtrument, } 
and calculating the Feſtivities of their diſtant Friends, | 
when their Mirth is run down, and Humour at « low Ebb, | 
and they will immediately Fe: in themſelves a noble Spi- 
Re F 5 e I 


8 e 
rit of Emulation, embrace the firſt trifling Incident or 
| Harlequinnade that occurs to ſtart a Laugh, and purſue 
the warm Scent with ſuch Alacrity, 'till the whole Com- 
© pany flames into inextinguiſhableTranſports of Merriment. 
No whether this dextrous and verſatile Tribe of Men 
gild their Gibes with artful Panegyricks, play them off in 
appoſite Tales, or in a mimick Alteration of the Lines of 
the Face, a humourous Diſpoſition of the Eyes and Eye- 
| brows, and ſccnical Motions of the Body, that the Hu- 
mour, may if poſibie, be expreſſed by Action, it is the 
received Opinion, that no Exceptions are to be taken, the 
| Glibes uſt dye as ſoon as born, be only heard, ſeen, ad- 
| mired and forgotten, and paſs off with a Laugh, like Wa- 
| ter thro? a Conduit, without infuſing any TinCture of 
Spleen, or ill Nature into the Perſons gibed. 5 
hut this I take to be a Miſtake, and a fatal Obſtacle to 
the Improvement of Gibing; for a tenacious local Memory 
| is neceſſary to the carrying on this important Manufacture, 
it is the Storehouſe in which is collected, and laid up all 
F the Materials of this precious Ware, which are afterwards 
dilpoſed, and retailed to the beſt Advantage at ſet or ca- 
| fual Entertainments; a Lawyer may as well want his Pre- 
cedents, a Par ſon his Common-Place Book, as a Giber his 
Memory, for without a Recollection of former humourous 
Iacidents, Blunders and Abſurdities, his Mirth and Face- 
tiouſheſs will be as low, as the Humour of extemporary 
HFlarangues; fo that Gibes muſt be laid up in the Memory, 
as the common Repoſitory of Humour, and drawn out as 
Occaſions offer, and preſerved like Neſt Eggs to ſet the 


Company a cackling and hatching again, and if the reten= | 


tive Faculty ſhould happen to be overſtock'd with Mate- 
rials, the ſuperfluous Humour may be diſcharged in ſatyrical 
Diaries on the Eating, Drinking, Dreſs, Equipage, Diſpo- 
ſitions and Studies of our Club, or Journals of the Conver- _ 
| Cation and Politicks of the Pater Diſcubitus, the Conduct 
of the Lady, her Airs, Vapours, fond Fits and partial Ci- 
vilities for the Diverſion of this gay Metropolis, and ! 
humbly adviſe all Gibe Jobhers to take due Pains to culti- 
vate their Memories by Art and Exerciſe, and that they 
would keep the Traces of old Gibes freſh in their Minds 
| like Pictures in Oyl Colours, which they may do by thick- 
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ening the glutinous Contexture of the Brain, and moiſten- 


ing the dry Temperament, the Foundation of a ſound Un- 
derſtanding, to which they have no Pretence, Wit being 
inconſiſtent with Wiſdom: By this Means they will never 


want a Fund of Gibes, and the barren Fellows will have 


the Honour of being Fathers of a kumourous Offspring, 
which will be ſpeedily Midwifed into the World with all 
the Tokens of Maturity, by ſuch worthy Operators as 


Pride, Peeviſhneſs, Malice and Retaliation, and the Town {| 


be diverted with Variety of premeditated Gibes, both in 


Proſe and Verſe, printed and written during the prefent 


Stagnation of Wit and Learning, 


A s ſumptuous Living promotes, ſo an intenſe Applica- | 


tion to Books, and Study deſtroys this facetious Diſpoſition, 


for it exhales and conſumes the animal Spirits, makes Men 

melancholly and modiſh, inſipid and unſociable Companions, |! 
and transforms the merrieſt Wits into the greateſt Cox - 
combs. The Fire and Flame of their bright Parts, like thle 


Lamps they read by, gradually leſſening, till it ſinks into 


the Socket of Dullneſs and Stupidity, and at laſt with what 
are they rewarded for their Morning and Midnight Lucu- 
|| Hrations, and a tedious Courſe of Pumping? Why truly, with Þ? 
aq crazy Body, acloudy Underſtanding and unpoliſh'd Be- 
{ Haviour; and I could produce Inſtances of old Academicks, Þ} 
but young Doctors of my Acquaintance, who by leading |} 
ſtudious and ſolitary Lives, and being too converſant with 


Books and Scholarcraft, herding ſo much with the dead 


| pheeuss of ſolid, and ſubſtantial Knowledge. The Founta 


tion, a viſible Academick Sheepiſnhneſs in their Looks, Words, 


I Adtions and Addreſs, and cannot, tho' willing, give into 
the Humours, Elegancies and Feſtivities of Converſation. 


HhHeeſides the modern Race of Gibers, perhaps the moſt lear- 
« ned of any Age, or Nation, are not very remarkable for a 
vaſt Stock of profound Erudition, an indefatigable Peruſal 
of ancient Authors, and let not up for the diſtinguiſhed Cory- 


of 


and fo little with the living, have contracted ſuch an 
Habit of Reſervedneſs, Formality and Ruſticity, that 
they never have been able to ſhake it off by the Advantages 
of Travel, Knowledge of Courts, and free Converſe in the 
World, and acquire the un air degagee of well manner'd Gen- 
tlemen, but carry with them in Spite of Art and Affecta- 
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tain, of a long, and laborious Aſcent, theſe merry Gentle- 


men content themſelves with playing, and ſporting at the 


Bottom, and catching ſome falling Streams at a Diſtance, 
muddied by the Variety of Canals, and different Soils thro? 
Which rhey paſs without being at the Expence of Time, 


Money, and Sweat, that is neceſſary for climbing to the 


| Top, and quenching their Thirſt after Science with the 
clear, unpolluted Waters of the original Source. 
Bud if Books are to be read for the Acquiſition of Gi- 


bing, Lucian, Rabelais, and Don of Mancha are the Tide 


thersI would recommend to the Study of all, who would 


make a Figure, and ſhine in humorous Converſation, or 


3 


| of Learning being ſituated on the Summit of a high Moun- 


Writing, that thev may if poſſible make themſelves Maſters 


of the rich Vein of Ridicule, that runs thro? thoſe match- 


leſs and inimitable Compoſitions. Otherwiſe a ſuperficial | 
S Acquiintance with Bouks, Title Pages, and Indexes, with- 
| ovtdrv. and tedious Reſearches thro? their Inſides, is a ſuf. | 
& ficient Foundation for a Man to become a Profeſſor of this 


Science; if the wwvida Animi, and Seeds of gibing be in- 


bred, and the Grou ch of his Conſtitution, for it is an ori- 


ginal Gift of Nature by which Men are mechanically, and 


 Irreſiltibly diſpoſed to a particular humourous Way of 


Thinking, ſpeaking, acting, and which can never be attain- 
ed by the Drudgery of reading, Mulciplicity of thinking, 
or ſlaviſh Art of Imitation. „ „ 


And we may without much Metaphyſicks diſtinguiſh the 


nice, and delicate. Touches' of refind Raillery, from the 


courſe, and clumſey Gaſhes of ruſtick Scurrility, the inge- 


nious Giber, from the inſipid Jeſter, and natural Humoriſt, 
from the affected Buffoon. The meaneſt Giber of loweſt Hu- 


mour can apply the Terms Panch, and Pig, and Parrot, and 
Spaniel, to Perſons poſſeſſed of the Qualities of thoſe Crea- 
tures in an eminent Degree; but to draw the Pictures of 


| Buffoous, Pets, Pedants and Trencher Gueſts in ſuch juſt Pro- 
portions, and place them in ſo clear a Light, that they ma 


be known at once, without ſuch groſs Appellations, and 


the World be able to decipher them by Intuition from their 


Features, Colouring and Reſemblance of the Originals, is 
the Eſſence and Perfection of refin'd Gibing. Men of 


Senſe are delighted, and the Ridiculous reformed with ſuch 
RON 3 5 Pleaſing 


| 


Wit, Humour, and Politeneſs of the Gibes. 


limited Gibing, and a moderate Run of Humour, have 
ſetled its Extent, and ſpecified the Caſes that are to be ex- 
empted from the Sport of facetious Tongues; it is true 
they have leſſened the Lætitiæ Materia by the Strictneſs of | 
their Definitions, and drawn the Circle of ludicrous Humour 


PDPeriſion enough for the gifted that Way to exerciſe their | 
Talents on for Entertainment, and Inſtruction. "SW 


they think it an Infringement of their natural Rights, and 


_ Gibes may paſs and repaſs unconfin'd by any Obſtacles from 
Religion, and Morality. For if Things and Perſons, Dig- 
nities, and Functions of a ſacred aud ſerious Nature, and all 
wiſe, and worthy, and vertuous Actions are to be exempted 


The Chair of Humour muſt be deſerted for Want of its an- 


SGaiety, ſober Sadneſs, and ſtupid Gravity. 
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„ 
pleaſing Strictures, and the Smart of the Operation paſſes | 
unperceived, whilſt our Thoughts are entertained with the 
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The Romiſh Caſuiſts are of Opinion that this ludicrous N 
Humour is a ſure Note of heretical Pravity, becauſe it is 


the Property and Poſſeſſion of Wits, and the Wits of all 

Countries are genrally ſuppoſed to have a warm Side to 
Atheiſm, for making free with Saints, and Shrines, Relicts, 
and Indulgences, and ridiculing the conſecrated Trumperies 


of their idolatrous Ware-houſes, But the reformed Syſtem |: 
Makers carry not this Point ſo far, but allow the Uſe of a | 


with a ſmall Circumference, yet they have left Subjects of 


But Men of Latitude, and an extended Way of thinking ; 
are not contented to walk in leading Strings, and be fetter*d | 


for any Confinement of their Thoughts, Words, or Actions 
is as diſagreeable and grating as a Jail to their Bodies, and 


a checking the Spirit of philoſophical Liberty, to be debar- 


red from exerciſing their Tongues, and Pens on all Subjectæ 


Now that their Conduct may be conformable to this 
Principle; they have demoliſnh'd theſe ſcholaſtick Enclo-! 
ſures, and hewed down ſo wide a Gap, that all Manner of 


— — 


from the Pleaſantries of Humour, Wit, and Raillery, the gay 
World muſt bid adieu-to Merriment and the Delicacies of 
Converſation. At what muſt the Arrows of the gibing 
Tribe be ſhot, when their common Butts are deſtroyed 


cient and modern Supporters, Irreliglon, and Obſcenity 
and Poſſeſſion reſign edto the fell Enemies of Mirth, and 
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| Beſides the corrupt Part of Mankind is more ftrong, and 
numerous than the vertuous, and reſer ved, and it is an eaſy 
Thing to let off Gibes on Subjects of a ſacred, and ſerious 
Nature, the placing them in ridiculous Lights is an Argu- 
ment of ſound Senſe, and Penetration with the Multitude, 
and Authors are ſure to meet with a due Reception, and 
Applauſe, for their double Tincture of Atheiſm, and Im- 
| morality, and ſweet Sprinklings of ſeditious and treaſonable 
4 Reflections, otherwiſe the Wit, and Humour fo plen- 
tifully fown in the modern Compoſitions of this Kind would 
| yield but a thin Crop of Credit, and Contributions, Books 
| fellers would loſe the Benefit of ſeveral Impreſſions, and 

1 Printers be-broke without Preſentments, and Proclamations; 
It is commonly aſſerted, that Men of Humour who are 

| given to drole, and Gibe are incapable of ſerious Buſineſs, 
and momentous Diſquiſitions, but the Experience of all 
Ages paſt as well as the preſent proves the Falſity of this Aſ- 
ſertion; there are few Perſons recorded in the Grecian, or 
Roman Story for great Abilities, and Dexterity in theArts of 
Goyernment, that did not at proper Seaſons ſink below their 
Stations, and Characters, condeſcend to be merry with the 
| Eudibria Vita, and ſolace themſelves with the Wit, and 
| Feſtivities of humourous Companions, that they might re- 
| cruit the Vigour of their Spirits ſpent by a too intenſe Ap- 
nes Sate Affirr. 
And whoever will be at the Pains to conſult the ſecond 
Book of Macrobius, will find a curious Collection of Gibes 
made by Emperours, Conſuls, Senators, and Orators, 
| which Sort of humourous Wit he calls Literata Letitia, et 
Dodct a Cavillatio, the ingenious Mirth and learned Scoffing 
of great Men. And will the ſowre, and unſociable be fa 
hardy as to in ſinuatethat theſe Wits of Imperial and Senato- 
rial Gravity, that fiſb'd the high Offices of State, were diſ- 
qualified for ſerious Buſineſs, becauſe they let themſelves 
own to Humour and Gibes? Muſta Man that wears a 
{BooPs Cap an Evening for his own, and Companions Di- 
tyerſion, loſe his Underſtanding, and commence Ideot his 
hole Life afterwards ? If Arguments drawn from Exam- 
ples are concluſive, the Stream of Antiquity runs in the Fa- 
our of Gibers, and confutes the vulgar Opinio. 
Nor do the great Men of this Age, think it inconſiſtent 
With the Gravity of their Employments, or find in thems 
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World whether by Writing, or Converſation. 
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ſelves any Indiſpoſition to diſcharge their Functions from ſa- 
crificng to the Graces, and whetting their Genius with Hu- 
mour, and Raillery ; they exerciſe their own Talents this 
Way in due Seaſons, and are the Patrons, and Promoters - 
of it in others, who purſue this Method of retorming the | 


Were not the immortal Works of the humourous Addiſon, | 
who amidſt the Hurry and Diſpatch of Buſineſs found Lei- 
ſure to gibe the Follies of Men, and Levities of Womeng | 
in a Set of diurnal Lucubrations, read, and approved by all 
Orders, and Degrees of Men? And did they not divert, 
and amend the Age, whilſt Tomes of Divinity, and Rheams 
of Sermons lay unregarded without Peruſal, Influence, and 
Edificatioen? ff ne. os 
In the Reign of King James the Firſt, the Spirit of Pun< 
ning poſſeſsd the Pulpit ; and as Hiſtory informs us the, 
the Preachers had numerous Congregations, and the People 
went away pleaſed and inſtructed; and if our refined Cler- 
| gy could be prevailed upon to introduce a humourous Man- 
ner of expoſing Vice, and Gibing Errors and Immoralities 
with ludicrous Arguments, we ſhou'd ſoon ſee the bleſſed 
Effects of a ſpeedy Reformation, Numbers would be 
brought to Church who faunter at Home, to hear ſuch: | 
Notes of our ſweet Singers, and ſwallow ſome Scruples of 
_ Conviction, and Morality, when ſteeped in Humour, and 
Irony. And if the Court, and City were edified a Century | 
ago with Stringsof Punns in Sermons, the loweſt Species of | 
Wit, whet Improvement might we expect from the higheſt | 
Flights of a ſprightly Invention, and the moſt elegant Hu- f 
mour, and Poignancy that can be extracted from the Wit, 
and Learning of Mankind, interwove, and wrought up in 
the Inferences of Sermons, which might ſupply the Place 
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of boliticks, eſpecially if delivered with a muſical Pronun- 


Pr. Souls Sermons upon divine, and religious Subjects full 


ciation, proper Geſture, and ſuitable Action? Are not 
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of Wit, Humour, and Gibes? Are his Arguments incon- 
cluſive, and his Motives to Per ſwaſion leſs evident, becauſe 
they are placed in a humourous, and diverting Light? And 
if 1 may after ſo great a Man mention Daniel Burgeſs of merry 
Memory, what Crowds have J ſeen attending his Preach- 
ments dae the Doors, and Windows of his Con- 
the Churches were thin, and empty, to 
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er op dsa dlsg Truths he uttered i; in ſardid brolery; 3 
and ridicnlous Banter? "as. > 
It gives me no ſmall pleaſure that an adveuturous Divine 
Z Pot this City, has attempted to preach in this humourous 
Way, I congratulate him on the Felicity of his Undertaking, 
and deſire him only to drop his Strictures againſt the Govern- 
ment and Miniſtry, and turn the Edge of his Gibes againſt 
the Corruptions of the Age, leſt the Mighty entangle him 
in his Talk; and give him the Honour of Martyrdom for 
} blending Politicks with Divinity. : 
ze bringing the Art of Gibing to perfection is a Matter 
1 of ſuch 1 and would fo further the Reformati- 
on of the Minds, and Morals of Mankind, that I humbly 
{| conceive that it would not be unbecoming the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſhture to take it into their moſt ſerions Conſidera- 
tion, and contrive ſome Ways and Means for its Encou- 
. tagement. lf a good Salary was appointed for the Endow- 
ment of a new Profeſſorſhip in the Univerfity, and a Per- 
fon of known Wit, Humour and Abilities placed in the 
1 Chair, and obliged to read Lectures on this Art, and print 
em by Subſcription, and an annual Enquiry to de made in- 
to the Diſpofitions and Talents of under Graduates, their 
Genius's tr Sol with Exerciſes of Gibing, and the good old 
[5 Cuſtom of freſh Speeching revived, Tripus, Prevaricators 
and Terrafiliuss encouraged, and a andto ome "Reward to-be 
given to the worthieſt Giher and. moſt diſtinguiſhed Hu- 
mouriſt, a rich Vein of Facetiouſnefs, and ludicrous Hu- 
mour would ſoon run thro? the whole Body of the Nation, 
ve ſhould recover this long loſt Vertue of our Runick Ance- 
& tors, and have ready upon all Occaſions a compleat Race 
of Gibers of our own Growth, to Grace the Court, Pul- 2 
| Pit, Bar and Senate. + 
1 Lonly pro ſe theſe ws Hints to give an Opportunity to 5 
4 Men of Leiſure, and Learning to > employ their Thoughts, 
and Studies, their Applications, and Endeayours to carry 
this Matter further by theit united Speculat ions, that they 
may dive into the Bottom of this momentous Subject, and o- 
blige the World with the moſt probable Scheme for the Ad- 
vancement, and Ferfection of the molt noble Art of {Gibing = 
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wick up the govl-aving Truths he uttered i in fordia Drotler * 
and ridicnlous Banter? 
It gives me no ſmall Pleaſure that an adveuturous Divine 
of this City, has attempted to preach in this humourous . 
4 Way, 1 congratulate him on the Felicity of his Undertaking, 
7 and deſire him only to drop his Strictures againſt the Govern= 
ment and Miniſtry, and turn the Edge of his Gibes againſt 
the Corruptions of the Age, leſt the Mighty entangle him 
in his Talk, and give him the Honour of Martyrdom ä 
blending politicks with Divinity. 
Ine bringing the Art of Gibing to perfection i is a Matter 
of ſuch Conſequence, and would fo further the Reformati- |, 
on of the Minds, and Morals of Mankind, that I humbly *' 
| conceive that it would not be unbecoming the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſliture to take it into their moſt ſerions Conſidera= | 
tion, and contrive ſome Ways and Means for its Encou- 
I; ragement. if a good Salary was appointed for the Endow- | 
ment of a new Profeſſorſhip in the Univerſity, and a Per- 
{| fon of known Wit, Humour and Abilities placed in the 
13 Chair, and obliged to read Lectures on this Art, and print 
*em by Subſcription, and an annual Enquiry to de made in- 
to the Diſpofitions and Talents of under Graduates, their 
 Genius's tryed with Exerciſes of Gibing, and the good old 
Cuſtom of freſh Speeching revived, Tripus's, Prevaricators 
and Terrafilius's encouraged, and a handſome Reward to be 
given to the worthieſt Giher and. moſt diſtinguiſhed Hu- 
© mouriſt, a rich Vein of Facetiouſnefs, and ludicrous Hu- 
mour would ſoon run thro the whole Body of the Nation, 
vue ſhould recover this long loſt Vertue of our Runick Ance- 
ſtors, and have ready upon all Occaſions a compleat Race 
of Gibers of our own Growth, to Grace the Court, Pul- | 
pit, Bar and Senate, | 
1only propoſe theſe few Hints to give an Opportunity to 
Men of Leiſure, and Learning to employ their Thoughts, 
and Studies, their Applications, and Endeavours to carry 
this Matter further by their united Speculations, that they 
map dive into the Bottom of this momentous Subject, and o- 
blige the World with the moſt probable Scheme for the Ad- 
vancement, and perfection of the molt noble Art of kSibing 
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